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LABEL: THULA SINDI

Thula Sindi is one of South Africa’s most

celebrated fashion designers, renowned

for his sophisticated use of colour, texture
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Racing

A RECORD-breaking R10-million stake is
the main attraction for the equine athletes
at the 130th running of “Africa’s Greatest
Horse Racing Event”, butis just one of the
many reasons the Hollywoodbets Durban
July will once again be South Africa’s ulti-
mate social occasion on July 4.

With 50 days to go, anticipation
continues to build for an event that
promises spectacle on every level.

“Country Allure” has been unveiled
as the vibrant theme for 2026, setting
the stage for a celebration where the
country’s leading fashion creators,
world-class musical entertainment
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and South Africa’s finest racehorses
come together for an unforgettable
experience.

While trainers, owners and jockeys
fine-tune preparations to ensure the
nation’s top equine stars peak for
the prestigious R10-million, 2 200m
contest, the fashion and entertainment
industries are equally hard at work
preparing to captivate audiences at
Hollywoodbets Greyville Racecourse.

The announcement of the Country
Allure theme earlier this year sparked
a wave of creativity among fashion
houses, designers, young creatives
and hospitality specialists. Drawing
inspiration from South Africa’s
dramatic rural landscapes and the
timeless elegance of equestrian
culture, racegoers will transform
Hollywoodbets Greyville Racecourse
into a vibrant celebration of the
Rainbow Nation on raceday.

The first of the six Invited Designers
has now been revealed, with Thula
Sindi’s elegant creations showcased on
this page and across the event’s social
media platforms. The remaining five
Invited Designers will be announced
over the coming days, with their designs
featured weekly in The Mercury.

Meanwhile, the DFF Rising Stars
presented by Durban Fashion Fair - who
will also showcase their work on raceday
- are putting the finishing touches to
their collections, set to be unveiled later
this month.

Alongside the established names,
emerging talent is preparing for one
of the most demanding and rewarding
opportunities in South African
fashion. In early June, students
from fashion design colleges and
technikons across KwaZulu-Natal
will compete in the Hollywoodbets
Durban July Young Designer Award
presented by Metro FM.

Entries will be narrowed to 25 semi-
tinalists before a final selection of the
top 10 young designers is made. These
rising stars will enjoy a career-defining
opportunity to present their Country
Allure creations alongside the Invited
Designers and Durban Fashion Fair
Rising Stars at the Gala Preview Show,
before showcasing again on raceday in
front of more than 50 000 spectators.

Beyond providing a platform for
industry leaders, the pre-race fashion
showcases also inspire amateur fashion
enthusiasts and socialites - ensuring
Hollywoodbets Greyville Racecourse
becomes a dazzling display of colour,
creativity and individual expression
when the big day arrives.

Racecourse entrance tickets at
R280 are available via Ticketpro at
www.ticketpro.co.za, as well as at from
Hollywoodbets Greyville Racecourse on
weekdays and race days in the lead-up to
the event. While tickets will be sold at
the gates on raceday, advance purchase
is recommended to avoid queues.
On-site parking will be available at R170
per vehicle.

A central pillar of the raceday
experience remains the event’s
renowned hospitality offerings, with
luxurious infield and grandstand
packages catering for a wide range of
tastes and budgets. Racegoers seeking a
premium day of food, fashion and music
can explore available hospitality options
at www.hollywoodbetsdurbanjuly.co.za.

All indications are that the 2026
Hollywoodbets Durban July will
deliver a true celebration of Country
Allure - appealing equally to fashion
lovers, socialites and dedicated racing
enthusiasts.
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OUNTRY ALLURE
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COUNTRY ALLURE: Models (from left) Muntuwenkosi Mathe, Kristina Louw and Nomfundo Ndlovu show off Thula Sindi’s interpretation of the Country Allure
theme for this year’s Hollywoodbets Durban July. Sindi is (second from right) one of the Invited Designers who will showcase his creations on raceday on

July 4 at Hollywoodbets Greyville Racecourse. | Sean Laurenz
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HOLLYWOODBETS
DURBAN JULY 2026

Beneath wide South African skies the thoroughbreds run
free, Hooves thunder with courage for all the world to see.
Jockeys chase the horizon where glory will endure -
Where freedom meets elegance on fields wide and pure.

Along the rail, bold silhouettes begin to take their turn,
Suede, silk and statement hats with fearless flair that burn.
Not borrowed western costume, but country reimagined
sure - Where style moves freely and moment feels assured.

As music lifts the moment and the celebration stirs,
Laughter, rhythm and glamour belong to all who are hers.
A rebel touch of country, refined yet wild
for sure - So release your spirit at the
Hollywoodbets Durban July, in
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GENERAL ENTRANCE: R280
TICKETS ON SALE & Ticketpro




